
 

 

THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN 

ADMISSION TO COUNSEL PANEL 

 

Closing date: 3rd January 2023 at 5pm 

 

The Office of the Ombudsman is seeking applications for admission to its panel of practising 

barristers for the period of January 2023 – December 2026.  

Applications are open from 1st December 2022 – 3rd January 2023. Applications received after 

3rd January 2023 will not be considered. 

1. The Panel 

A Panel of Counsel will be created for the purpose of instructing barristers to provide legal 

services to the Office, consistent with Circular 05/13. For full details of the Office and how the 

Panel is intended to operate, please see the Office’s policy on the creation of the Panel.  

Applications are invited from barristers with expertise in one or more of the following areas:  

a. Public and administrative law 

b. Constitutional law 

c. European law 

d. Information law, including freedom of information, access to environmental 

information and data protection 

e. Law on regulatory investigation and enforcement 

f. Law on criminal investigation and prosecution in a regulatory context 

g. Procurement law 

h. Employment law 

i. Conduct of reviews or investigations 

In relation to point (i) above, please note that some of the statutory offices have powers to 

appoint external persons conduct investigations. It may be appropriate in certain cases to 

appoint a barrister with appropriate expertise and experience to carry out this function.  

While it is preferable that barristers will have expertise in more than one of the above areas, 

it is not necessary to demonstrate expertise in all of the areas to be included on the Panel. 

https://circulars.gov.ie/pdf/circular/per/2013/05.pdf


 

The Office may require advice of varying levels of complexity and representation in litigation 

in a variety of courts and tribunals, so the Office is seeking barristers at all levels of seniority. 

2. The Application Process 

Barristers must be registered on the Roll of Practising Barristers maintained by the Legal 

Services Regulatory Authority and subject to the Code of Conduct for the Bar of Ireland on 

the date of inclusion on the Panel. 

Barristers are invited to submit a completed application form, enclosing evidence to 

demonstrate their expertise as described in the application form. The application must 

include an indication of the barrister’s estimated range of fees in respect of identified 

categories of legal service. 

All completed applications should be submitted by email only to legal@ombudsman.ie and 

should bear the subject of ‘Counsel Panel Application’ followed by the applicant’s name. The 

email should attach the completed Application Form as a PDF document along with any 

relevant documents requested under Section 8 of the application form, preferably in Word 

document format. 

Applications will be reviewed by the Head of Legal of the Office, another member of the 

management team and the procurement specialist in the Office in early January 2023.  

Barristers will be appointed to the Panel if their application demonstrates to the satisfaction 

of the reviewers that they have expertise in one or more of the areas of law or practice 

mentioned above and that they are capable of providing professional legal services to a high 

standard consistent with the requirements of the Office. Each barrister’s areas of expertise 

will be noted against their entry. 

Barristers will be notified by email of the outcome of their application. 

3. Queries & Further Information 

All queries regarding the competition process should be directed to legal@ombudsman.ie 

before close of business on Wednesday 21st December 2022. The Office will endeavour to 

publish its responses to any queries received by this date on its website (with personal data 

removed) as a single document no later than Friday 23rd December 2022.  

Please note that our offices will be closed between 24th December 2022 and 2nd January 2022 

inclusive and no queries will be answered during this time.    

All information relating to the competition, including the application form and the Office’s 

policy document in respect of the appointment process, is available on the Ombudsman’s 

website, accessible at www.ombudsman.ie/news. We advise applicants to regularly review 

this website during the application process in order to inform themselves of any updates or 

clarifications to the competition process. 

https://www.lsra.ie/for-law-professionals/roll-of-practising-barristers/
https://www.lawlibrary.ie/app/uploads/securepdfs/2022/07/Code-of-Conduct-Amended-by-AGM-25.7.22.pdf
mailto:legal@ombudsman.ie
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